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2013 was the year in which archaeology has lost several specialists who have dedicated their whole life to its practice. Not only this scientific field, but also their family, which included numerous friends, colleagues, admirers and foes, even the latter regarding them with the due respect. Their loss is as tragic as it is unexpected. All were senior researchers recognized nationally and internationally. The first was Alexandru Suceveanu, followed by Dan Isac, Dorin Alicu and Nubar Hamparţumian. They were not alone, surrounded by friends and many people they have taught this very special craft to. Dan Isac was part of a famous family that gave its name to the street where he lived, in downtown Cluj. The Isac family became famous through his great-grandfather and grandfather, dr. Aurel Isac, a famous member of the Memorandum movement, and Emil Isac, a representative of symbolism and modern literature, both involved in defending the rights of Romanians in Transylvania in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Despite these antecedents Dan Isac has dedicated his life to archaeology and Roman history, having a teaching career at Babeș-Bolyai University for over 40 years, becoming in 1969 at only 23 years of age, assistant professor, supporting courses and seminars in Roman army and pottery, but also in modern methods in archaeology. He has published over 70 studies and five books. His first preoccupation was the study of luxury pottery, Roman religion and Roman art, followed by the Roman army, by leading excavations in two major camps near the Northern frontier of Dacia. His research led to his international recognition, the results of excavations of Roman forts at Căşeiu and Gilău clarifying major issues of Roman provincial history. He was a polyglot, becoming recognized early as a European scientist, with scholarships in Athens, Venice, Frankfurt, Passau, Cologne and Stuttgart. He participated in numerous national and international congresses and conferences, also coordinating several research projects. I remember Dan Isac, telling us how much he loves this profession, saying that at any moment had he been offered the option for something better, he would have chosen the same profession, without a second thought. He never doubted that choice he made; therefore passion was often the only thing that still kept him connected. Even when, as now, archaeological research was neglected by the 
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authorities, nothing stopped him to go on practising it, imagining it, attracting also others in this magic - the discoveries that are still to come. The most charming was the act of discovery itself, as it should be for each specialist, the emotion he felt and transmitted when after scraping a surface, a timber wall, a hut, a fountain or a pit appeared. He anticipated, after the German routine, and mastered every detail, although sometimes seeming theatrical for the younger. If he was leaving for the excavation at 5 a.m. nothing prevented him to leave behind the delayed colleagues.  Unfortunately, gradually we lose all those that can induce this passion to teach and to practice archaeology, without perverting its purpose. There are increasingly more people who practice archaeology, but fewer who understand and truly love it. His childlike, but charming naivety, sometimes needing additional explanations to understand jokes, was offset by a serious and deep understanding of the science that he practiced. He was a young optimistic spirit, loving the pleasures of life, beginning to age well, close to his children, but continuing to do his job. He was proud of his retired status, but failed to enjoy the hard-earned freedom. Hopefully he does where he is now.  

Dan ISAC. Selected bibliography 
 Books: 
Die Kohorten-und Alenkastelle von Gilău, Zalău, 1997. Viaţă cotidiană în castrele Daciei Porolissensis, Cluj-Napoca, 2001. Castrul roman de la SAMVM-Căşeiu. The Roman Auxiliary Fort SAMVM- Căşeiu, Cluj-Napoca, 2003. Coins from Roman sites and collections of Roman coins from Romania, Cluj-Napoca.Vol. IV. The auxiliary forts Samum (Căşeiu) and Gilău, Cluj-Napoca, 2007 (in collab. with C. Găzdac). Contribuţii arheologice la istoria oraşului Dej, Cluj-Napoca, 2008.  
 Proceedings and papers: 
Overlapped Forts in Roman Dacia. The Archaeological Perspective on the Architectonic Effects, in: M. Angelescu, I. Achim, A. Bâltâc, V. Rusu-Bolindeţ, V. Bottez (eds.), Antiquitas Istro-Pontica. Mélanges d'archéologie et d'histoire 



Sit tibi terra levis  213
ancienne offerts à Alexandru Suceveanu, Cluj-Napoca, 2010, 241-266. Cultul zeiţei Ceres – Demeter la SAMVM-Căşeiu, in: V. Rusu-Bolindeţ, T. Sălăgean, R. Varga (eds.), Studia Archaeologica et Historica in honorem magistri Dorin Alicu. Cluj-Napoca, 2010, 353-367 (in collab. with A. Isac). Repairing Works and Reconstructions on the Limes Dacicus in the late 3rd Century AD, in: N. Hanel, Á. Morillo Cerdán, E. Martín Hernández (eds.), Limes XX. XXth International Congress of Roman Frontier Studies. Anejos de Gladius, 13, vol. I., Madrid, 2009, 779-792. Roman lamps from SAMVM (Căşeiu, Cluj county), in: C.-A. Roman, N. Gudea (eds.), Lychological Acts 2. Acts of 2nd International Congress on Ancient and Middle Age Lighting Devices (Zalău-Cluj-Napoca, 13th-18th of May 2006), Cluj-Napoca, 2008, 153-157 (in collab. with C.-A. Roman). Archaeological interpretations: The relationship between artefacts and the functionality of some of the buildings within the forts (Spatha and the spurs from a stabulum of the fort from SAMVM-Căşeiu), in: C. Gaiu, C. Găzadc (eds.), Fontes Historiae. Studia in honorem Demetrii Protase, Bistriţa-Cluj-Napoca, 2006, 437-453. Inscripţii votive din Gilău (jud. Cluj) (Noi date despre cariera militară a lui P. Aelius Maximus), in: M. Bărbulescu, C. Mușeţeanu, D. Benea (eds.), Corona laurea. Studii în onoarea Luciei Ţeposu Marinescu, Târgovişte, 2005, 247-257. A presumable gnostic amulet from SAMVM-Căşeiu, in: R. Ardevan, C. Ciongradi, C. Găzdac, L. Ruscu (eds.), Orbis Antiquus. Studia in honorem Ioannis Pisonis, Cluj-Napoca, 2004, 559-564. Lucernele din castrul roman de la Gilău, in: C. Cosma, D. Tamba, A. Rustoiu (eds.), Studia archaeologica et historica Nicolao Gudea dicata, Zalău, 2001, 367-395 (in collab. with C.-A. Roman). Die Enstehung der Sigillaten und der gestempelten Keramik im römischen  Dakien zwischen westlichen und östlichen Einflüssen, RCRF Acta, 36, 2000, 329-336. Die Truppen im Kastell von Căşeiu: COHORS II  BR(ITANNORUM) (milliaria) und COHORS I BRITANNICA (milliaria) C.R. EQVITATA ANTONINIANA, in: N. Gudea (ed.), Roman Frontier Studies. Proceedings of the XVIIth International Congress of Roman Frontier Studies, Zalău, 1999, 585-597 (in collab. with F. Marcu). Die Entwicklung der Erforschung des Limes nach 1983 im nördlichen Dakien (Porolissensis), N. Gudea (ed.), Roman Frontier Studies. Proceedings of the XVIIth International Congress of Roman Frontier Studies,  Zalău, 1999, 151-170.  La route romaine de Căşei-Dej et le pont romain de Dej, in: R. Frei-Stolba, H. Herzig (eds.) La politique édilitaire dans les provinces de l’Empire Romain. II ème-IV ème siècles après J.C. Actes du 1er Colloque Roumano-Suisse, Deva 1991,   Cluj-Napoca, 1993, 189-192 (in collab. with D. Ursuţ). A new military diploma from Gilău, in: D. M. Pippidi, Em. Popescu (eds.), Epigraphica. Travaux dédiés au VIIe Congrés d’epigraphie grecque et latine 



Felix Marcu  214
(Constantza, 9-15 septembre 1977), Bucureşti 1977, 69-73.  Câteva bronzuri romane păstrate în Muzeul din Lugoj, in: In memoriam Constantini Daicoviciu, Cluj-Napoca, 1974, 187-191. The origin and significance of stamped pottery in Northern Dacia: the Roman forts at Gilau and Căşei, in: RCRF, 33, 1996, 29-30. Ein Militardiplom aus der Provinz Dacia Porolissensis, ZPE, 100, 1994, 577-591 (in collab. with W. Eck and I. Piso). Praetoria in dakischen Militaranlagen. Saalburg-Jahrbuch, 47, 1994, 40-64 (in collab. with P. Hügel, D. Andreica) Vicus Samum - eine statio der Beneficiarier an der nordlichen Grenze Dakiens, in: E. Schallmayer (ed.), Der römische Weihebezirk von Osterburken II. Forschungen und Berichte zur Vor-und  Frühgeschichte in Baden-Wurttemberg, Stuttgart, 1994, 205-215. Signacula aus Dakien,  Saalburg-Jahrbuch, 46, 1991, 57-64. Diana Stabilis Venatrix Examinatrix, Chiron, 21, 1991, 345-351. Die Ala Siliana c.R. torquata et armillata in Dakien, ActaArchHung, 35, (1-2). 1983, 187-205. The cavalry mask from Gilău, EN, XIX, 2009, 191-198. Reparaţii şi reconstrucţii în castrele Daciei romane în a doua jumătate a secolului III p. Chr. (O nouă analiză a fenomenului), EN, XVI-XVII, 2006-2007, 131-163. Neue Paraderüstungen aus Dakien, ActaMN, 43-44/1,  2006-2007 (2008), 211-231 ((in collab. with M. Bărbulescu). Das Militärdiplom aus dem Jahre 151 n. Chr. von SAMVM (Căşeiu) und die Datierung der Prokuratur des Macrinius Vindex in Dacia Porolissensis, ActaMN, 38/1, 2001, 49-60. Das Gefäss mit agonistischen Darstellungen von Gilău, ActaMN, 37/1, 2000, 201-221. Gestempelte Keramik aus den römischen Kastellen von Gilău und Căşeiu, ActaMN, 34/ I, 1997, 389-421. Noi date arheologice despre castrul roman de la Cincşor (jud. Braşov), EN, IV, 1994, 103-112 (in collab. with. A. Isac). O tablă votivă din castrul roman de la Gherla, ActaMP, XVIII, 1994, 47-52. Praefecti Alae Silianae, EN, II, 1992, 151-158. O inscripţie imperială în castrul de la Gilău, EN, III, 1993, 189-195. Date noi cu privire la cohors II Britannica (milliaria), ActaMP, XI, 1987, 175-180. Principia castrului de la Gilău, ActaMN, XX, 1983, 85-101 (in collab, with Al. Diaconescu and C. Opreanu). Terra sigillata de la Gilău, Potaissa,  III, 1982, 65-80. Porta principalis dextra a castrului de la Gilău, ActaMN, XVIII, 1981, 85-97 (in collab. with Al. Diaconescu and C. Opreanu). Aspecte ale artei provinciale romane la Gilău, ActaMN, XVII, 1980, 115-138 (in collab. with Al. Diaconescu). 



Sit tibi terra levis  215
Importuri de terra sigillata la Napoca, ActaMN, XVII, 1980, 467-481. Terra sigillata de la Porolissum (II), ActaMP, IV, 1980, 191-209 (in collab. with N. Gudea). Ala Siliana c. R. torquata et armillata în Dacia, ActaMN, XVI, 1979, 39-67. Descoperiri de terra sigillata la Apulum, Apulum, XVII, 1979, 225-263 (in collab. with M. Rusu and  Cloşca-L. Băluţă). Monede postaureliene de la Gilău, ActaMN, XV, 1978, 251- 254. Terra sigillata din castrul roman de la Buciumi,  ActaMP, I, 1977, 155-172. Venus de la Gilău. Aspecte de iconografie romană provincială, ActaMN, XIV, 1977, 163-170. Helenius şi Saciro de la Westerndorf. Consideraţii asupra unui vas terra  sigillata  de la Orşova, ActaMN, XIII, 1976, 169-175. Atestări ale Parcelor pe teritoriul Daciei romane, ActaMN, XIII, 1976, 117-189 (in collab. with M. Bărbulescu). Contribuţii la iconografia religioasă a Daciei romane. Iuppiter «Verospi»,  ActaMN, XI , 1974, 61-79.  

Felix MARCU National Museum of Transylvanian History, Cluj-Napoca 




